ORIENTATION
• See you on Thursday, Sept. 3rd at your
specified time.
• We will meet at the blacktop to check-in.
There will be a table with name tags for
the children. Please find your child’s
sticker and assist them in putting it on.
• Adults will stay at the blacktop to hear
from the administrators.

• After the presentation please make your
way down to the playground to collect
your child, say hi to the teachers, and
receive a parting gift.

• Children will get to explore the
playground with the supervision of the
Kindergarten teachers.

• Be mindful of your scheduled time so that
we do not go over the required safety
numbers.

Meet the Teacher
My name is Gaylene Allison as well as Mom, to my awesome
son Ty, who will be starting his journey into grade 2 this fall!
As a teacher, I have had the privilege of teaching Kindergarten
at Shannon Lake Elementary for 4 years now. I wake up every
morning excited to get to work and see what the day will
bring. Everyday that I am surrounded by children, I learn
something new, and my hope is to inspire the children to
explore and discover the natural joys of learning with me. I
hope to inspire and teach creative thinking through play, as
well as use the natural world to spark wonders. Learning can
be hard, and that’s okay! There is nothing better than having
one of my students realize they’re stronger and more resilient
than they ever thought possible. I look forward to a year of
fun, laughter and curiosity led learning, as well as
collaborating with you in your child's Kindergarten journey!

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the
lighting of a fire.” – William Butler
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Meet the Teacher
I am Tamara Mapoles and this is my third year teaching
Kindergarten, but my fourth year teaching at Shannon Lake
Elementary. I am so happy to be a part of such a wonderful
community!
Children inspire me and it is my greatest goal to become their
inspiration. I hope to be the force or influence that inspires
and empowers children to do and create something that
makes them proud. I want to inspire my students to question
and explore their environment, encourage them to be
thoughtful and creative, and lead them to act positively
throughout their lives. I am very much looking forward to
growing along side all of the children this year.

“Education is not the learning of facts but the
training of mind to think” – Albert Einstein
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Meet the Teacher
I am Shayna Hvala and I am so excited to be joining Shannon
Lake Elementary and its community this year! This is my third
year teaching kindergarten and grade 1. I have previously
been a kindergarten and early primary teacher at South
Kelowna Elementary and Peachland Elementary. Every day I
feel like I have won the lottery getting to come to "work" with
children. Their curiosity, laughter, and eagerness is what
inspires me day to day. I hope to inspire learners through
play, wonder, and exploration within our classroom, school,
and surrounding community. I am thrilled to meet our new
little learners and work alongside you, parents, in your child's
learning journey that starts here in kindergarten.

“The art of teaching is the art of assisting
discovery” – Mark Van Doren
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Meet the Teacher
Hi, my name is Jessica Cronck and I’m thrilled to be joining the
amazing team at Shannon Lake Elementary! This marks my sixth year
teaching Kindergarten and I can’t wait to get started on this
wonderful journey we get to embark on together!
I love teaching Kindergarten because I have the opportunity to make
a child’s first impression of schooling a positive and memorable one.
Young children bring so much joy, sense of wonder, and positive
energy to the world around them – there’s no one I’d rather spend
my days with! I look forward to partnering with you this year to
support your child and provide them with the best education
possible.

“The more you read, the more you will know. The
more you learn, the more places you’ll go.” – Dr.
Seuss
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GRADUAL ENTRY MINI SESSIONS
• Kindergarten students will begin with five days of gradual entry.
• They will attend school for mini sessions with smaller groups of children.
• The length of time the children stay at school will increase over the five days.

• In the mini session document your child’s name will be written in either blue or red. Your child
will enter through the door labeled with their corresponding colour.

During the mini sessions, the children will:
-Learn how to say goodbye to their parents at the door.
-Explore the classrooms and meet their teachers and principals.
-Meet other children and get comfortable socializing.
-Tour other parts of the school and playground.
-Begin to learn and practice COVID safety protocols as well as basic
school and classroom routines.

KINDERGARTEN TRANSITION TIPS
• Provide situations for your child to socialize with other children
• Encourage and Support Independence
– Taking off and putting on own shoes, as well as jackets. Practice all snaps,
buttons, laces and zippers.
– Purchase a slightly larger size backpack and have them practice opening
and closing it.
– Practice opening and closing their food containers and packing them in
their lunch kit.

– Teach your child to use the bathroom without help.
– Have your child clean up his/her own toys.
– Establish a proper bedtime-wakeup time and routine.
– Read books that allow your child to talk about feelings.

• Develop Fine Motor Skills
– Provide opportunities for your child to colour, paint, trace, use scissors,
play with playdoh, and do puzzles.
– Help your child practice printing his/her first name.

HAND WASHING
• We will be doing a lot of hand washing at school to keep us all safe
• Practice soaping hands for 20 seconds and other proper hand washing
techniques. Check out this fun video and maybe try doing this with
your child. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eb-yA-g3R00

PAPERWORK CHECKLIST
• School fees of $35 are payable online
• We will have some walking field trips during the
year. Volunteers will be required to have a
completed criminal record check to join us.
• The school district has a specific way of completing
the criminal record process so please see your
classroom teacher for the paperwork.
• Complete and submit the picture/internet
permission form
• Complete the verification form and return to your
classroom teacher

Forms mentioned above will be
provided on Monday, Sept. 14th

DROP OFF AND PICK UP

8:30am-2:30pm
• Please drop-off and pick-up at the designated times specified by administration. Please drop-off and pickup your child from your classroom’s designated area.
• On time pick-up is essential as children easily become worried and scared if they do not see their pick-up
person waiting for them
• All absences/illnesses and late arrivals must be reported to the office (consistent attendance at school is
critical to your child’s success)

• Children are not permitted in the school building prior to the morning bell. Families are asked to leave the
premises immediately after drop-off and pick-up.
• At our school we have a wonderful "Kiss and Ride" program in the morning. There is no parking in the
drive through loop. Welcoming parent volunteers will help your child out of your vehicle and see that
they walk safely onto the sidewalk. Once they arrive, they are expected to independently get themselves
to their outside classroom door at the bell.

KINDERGARTEN SNACK TIME
Please send a few healthy snack options with your child. Here are some fun lunch kit
suggestions to help your child learn as well as stay healthy and happy while at school:
Fruits
-scoop Melon or cantaloupe into balls
-slice kiwi in half and send a spoon so your child can scoop it out of the skin
-mix together green and red pre-sliced grapes for a colourful surprise
-sprinkle apple slices with cinnamon for a tasty treat
-cut a small slit at the top of a banana so your child can easily open it
-cut an orange into wedge “smiles”
Veggies
-make a rainbow mixing baby carrots with pea pods and cherry tomatoes
-fill celery sticks with cream cheese or cheez-whiz with raisons on top for “ants on a log”
-supply broccoli or cauliflower “trees” or any other cut up veggie with tasty ranch dip in a
separate container

Water is essential for our brains to grow!
Save the juice for a treat at home
OUR SCHOOL IS PEANUT AND SCENT FREE!

ITEMS TO SEND TO SCHOOL
ON THE FIRST FULL DAY
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 TH

• Running shoes that children can put on independently (Velcro closures or slip-ons).
These will be left at school as inside shoes.
• Please be sure that the shoes your child is wearing to and from school are appropriate
for the weather and ones that he/she is able to put on and take off independently and
quickly.
• A change of clothing in the provided zip-lock bag, labeled with your child's name. It
will be stored in the classroom
• One box of tissues
• Spill proof water bottle
• Please label everything

Additional Resources
Shannon Lake Elementary Website: http://www.sle.sd23.bc.ca/Pages/default.aspx#/=
SD23 Early Learning: http://www.sd23.bc.ca/ProgramsServices/earlylearning/Pages/default.aspx#/=

BC Curriculum: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
BC’s Early Learning Framework: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/earlylearning/teach/early-learning-framework

BC’s Full Day Kindergarten Program: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k12/support/full-day-kindergarten
Starbright Children’s Development Centre: http://www.starbrightokanagan.ca/

WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE JOURNEY!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND PATIENCE AS WE
NAVIGATE THIS YEAR TOGETHER!

